[Systematic conservative surgery for kidney cancer smaller than 4 cm: multicenter study].
To evaluate tumour control and morbidity of systematic conservative surgery for patients with a renal cancer < or = 4 cm. A retrospective multicentre study was performed in 73 patients undergoing systematic conservative surgery for renal cancer < or = 4 cm. The mean age of the patients was 55.8 years (range: 19-82). The mean diameter of the tumour was 2.8 cm +/- 0.9. Tumour stage was pT1 in 97% of cases and pT3a in 3% of cases. The mean follow-up was 46.2 months (range: 12-138). The postoperative morbidity was 11%, including urinary fistulas in 5 cases and haemorrhage in 3 cases. No patient has developed local recurrence. One patient died from metastases. The 5-year recurrence-free survival was 97.4%. Systematic partial nephrectomy has a low morbidity in patients with a renal cancer less than 4 cm. It ensures satisfactory medium-term tumour control. However, only long-term follow-up can establish the place of systematic partial nephrectomy in the treatment of renal cancer.